
CASE STUDY

CROSS-BORDER 
DISPOSAL 
OF SUBSEA 
MATERIALS 
— 
The offloading and transportation of a 
gas platform and jacket structure using 
SPMTs at Dales Voe, Shetland, and 
receipt of subsea materials in  
Great Yarmouth and Den Helder.



OVERVIEW
A client required a solution for the disposal 
of subsea materials from both the UK and 
Dutch sectors as the field straddled the 
border between the two in the Southern 
North Sea. The scope included 162.6 
tonnes of subsea material, including 
sections of steel pipeline, concrete 
mattresses and grout bags. 

The process involved the load-in of a 
1000te topside structure and ~1300te 
jacket structure using the heavy lift 
vessel at Dales Voe. The topside was 
supported on concrete blocks and 

dismantled directly on the quayside, 
however secondary transport of the 
jacket structure was required for 
dismantlement. 

There was restricted working space for 
the jacket to be transported between 
structures, meaning the route had to be 
planned carefully in advance. 
 
PETERSON APPROACH
Peterson provided the complete 
management, engineering and delivery 
of the jacket transportation. All SPMT 
and transportation engineering was 

PROJECT DETAILS

Start May 2019

End June 2019

Location Dales Voe, Shetland
Great Yarmouth

   CHALLENGE

A client required the offloading and 
transportation of a topside and 
jacket structure, and the disposal 
of subsea materials from both the 
UK and Dutch sectors. 

 SOLUTION

Peterson developed a procedure to 
oversee the successful load-in and 
transportation of the structures. 
Logistics support and disposal 
of the subsea materials was also 
provided.

RESULTS

The project was completed 
successfully with time and cost 
efficiencies, resulting in an 
economic solution for the client.

undertaken in-house to identify the 
most economic number of axles for 
transport. Peterson also designed and 
installed the temporary supports below 
the topside structure. 

The UK subsea materials were taken 
to Great Yarmouth where they were 
offloaded by CSV directly to the 
quayside. Following this, they were 
taken into the decommissioning facility 
for processing and disposal. Peterson 
managed the logistics and our joint 
venture partner, Veolia, managed this 
section of the waste disposal.



The Dutch subsea materials were 
transferred by CSV to Den Helder where 
the onshore logistics and disposal were 
managed by Peterson NL. 

Together with Veolia, Peterson undertook 
a survey of the platform offshore to 
identify and quantify the types of waste 
contained on the topside structure. This 
allowed the dismantlement process to be 
optimised. 

DELIVERABLES
By dismantling the topside on the 
quayside, the need for secondary 
transport was removed, resulting in 
time and cost savings. Additionally, a 
minimum number of SPMT axles were 
used, providing the most economic 
solution to the client. 

This was the first heavy lift vessel offload 
directly to the quayside at Dales Voe. 
The water depth at the site is 12.5m 
below chart datum, which allowed the 
heavy lift vessel to carry both the topside 
and jacket on the deck of the vessel and 
directly access the quayside. As a result, 
the need to transfer the structure to 
barges was removed. 

Peterson successfully delivered the split 
site project across borders. This saved 
the client from dealing with customs or 
cross border permissions to import and 
export waste. 
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